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vibrant place filled with the excitement of 

learning. Your involvement and support are 

appreciated as we all continue to watch our 

children grow. 
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The cold months are quickly slipping by! I 

have always found February as a good time to 

look ahead.  Perhaps, this helps with the Winter 

doldrums as thoughts of Spring begin to swirl 

among the breezes that hint of the warmer days 

ahead. The school year is rapidly progressing and our 

children are learning so much!  It is amazing when 

one considers just how much a child develops from 

the time that they enter Mary F. Janvier Elementary 

as a Kindergarten student to where they are during 

the late Winter of their 2nd grade year. Mental, physi-

cal and social growth occur in leaps as children learn 

to read, write, complete math problems, gain an un-

derstanding of their physical world, and acquire in-

formation regarding the maintenance of proper 

health.  Additionally, the children further develop 

their social skills and forge relationships that may 

continue for many years.  With this noted, it is im-

portant for parents to remember the importance of 

their relationship with their own children.  Whether it 

is spending time playing a game, eating together, 

reading a story, or completing a household project, 

the time that parents invest with their children will 

strengthen their relationship with their child.  As the 

years rapidly pass and the challenges of adolescence 

enter the home, it is the relationship that is developed 

now that will help both parents and children to over-

come future obstacles.  In this edition of the Janvier 

Journal you will notice articles that tell of our 

school’s effort to promote the children gaining an 

understanding of empathy through a “Random Acts 

of Kindness” project, 1st Grade students learning of 

the achievements of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Kin-

dergarten students developing their writing skill 

through “How To” activities, and 2nd Grade students 

learning of measurement and time.  Of course, addi-

tional articles that communicate the activities in our 

Related Arts classes and relevant healthcare infor-

mation also exist.  Mary F. Janvier Elementary is a 

Mr. Kobik’s Corner 
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 Our students are continuing to do a 
tremendous job in the computer 
lab!  Our focus continues to be on 
integrating Literacy,  Science and 
Social Studies into our learning us-
ing Microsoft Word.  Across the 
grades, we have been working on 
using word processing programs to 
demonstrate proper punctuation, 
spacing, and text formatting.  Our 
Kindergarteners have been typing 
two sentences.  In 1st Grade, we 
have been learning about plants as 
we learn to create diagrams using 
digital tools and copying, cutting, 

The month of February highlights love 
and acceptance in Janvier Elementary as 
we celebrate what empathy means and 
how displaying small acts of kindness for 
others can make a lasting impact. Stu-
dents will be encouraged to display 
"Random Acts of Kindness" throughout 
the month, and recognize when others 
treat them with kindness and respect.   
The “Random Acts of Kindness” will be 
displayed as a school-wide project. The 
Character Education committee encour-
ages families to practice "Random Acts 
of Kindness" in their home and our com-
munity. Parents are also encouraged to 
talk with their children about what it 
means to treat others the way they want 

to be treated.   

Computer Literacy 

and pasting information.  In 2nd 
Grade, we are using online reference 
tools to search for information on 
severe weather.  We are working on 
paragraph writing and creating bul-
leted lists of our research.   Keep up 
the great work boys and girls! 

Ms. Graff 

In Music, we explore many different 
languages.  So far this year, we have 
discussed the English, Italian, German, 
Russian, Spanish, Polish, Chinese, 
French, and Portuguese languages.  We 
have even learned about sign lan-
guage!  Now, our Second Graders are 
beginning to learn how to read a new 
language- MUSIC! We have learned 
about scales, the notes on the staff and 
how to identify them, and even how to 
compose and perform our own songs 
using music notation!  We will be using 
this knowledge to learn and rehearse 
songs for our Second Grade Concert in 

April!  Information on the concert will 
be sent home with your child next 
month.  Looking forward to working 
with these talented young singers!  

From the Music Room 

Notes from the Counselor 



What’s Happening in Gym 
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Learning Measurement & Time in Second Grade 

 During the Month of February, 
Kindergartners will be doing vari-
ous exercise games, Valentine's 
Day themed games, and Dr. Seuss 
themed games.  First and Second 
Graders will also be participating in 
Valentine's Day themed games, as 
well as learning several basketball 
skills. Basketball skills include 
dribbling passing, and shoot-
ing.  All students will be assessed 
on their ability to complete the 
gymnastics rolls they learned in 
January.    

Second Graders are beginning to learn 
all about Measurement and Time, which 
are two topics that can easily be prac-
ticed at home! Measurement and Time 
are skills that are used on a daily basis 
and they are both found everywhere we 
go! Providing your child with real-world 
experiences in the home will help rein-
force the activities that they are taught in 
class.  Having an analog clock in your 
home would benefit your child greatly 
so that they are able to practice telling 
time using the same type of clock they 
study at school. You could even have 
your child wear a watch with an analog 
face on it, asking them what time their 
clock says. Discussing clocks when you 

see them in public places would also 
be a simple, yet effective means of 
practice.   Allowing your child to help 
you build something or measuring 
household items would give them 
practice with understanding what 
measurement is and how it applies to 
their daily lives. Giving your child this 
at-home practice will help them make 
a connection between school and 
home which will in turn help cement 
the skills they are studying in Second 
Grade. 
 

 

“Snow Better Time To Read” in the Library! 

The students have been having a won-
derful time reading about snow, and the 
cold winter months.   Kindergarten clas-
ses read the story “Lost In the Snow” by 
Linda Jennings.  First Grade students 
read the Caldecott Medal winners “The 
Snowy Day” by Ezra Jack Keats and 
“Snowflake Bentley” by Jacqueline 
Briggs Martin.  Second Grade students 
have been busy reading “The Three 
Snow Bears” by Jan Brett and studying 
the Native American tribe, the Inu-
it.  We have created many snowy pic-
tures and stories of our own to share, 

and I hope you have enjoyed seeing 
your child’s writing, which comes 
home each week. Please continue to 
reinforce the basic parts of a book with 
your child as you read their library 
books together.  Students should be 
able to locate the title, author, illustra-
tor, spine, and call number, as well as 
determine whether their library book is 
non-fiction (real) or fiction 
(fake).  Also, take a moment at the end 
of every few pages to discuss the char-
acters, setting and plot of the story to-
gether.  I am amazed at how much the 

children have already learned, and I 
look forward to seeing what they 

can accomplish in 2017! 

 



 

First Graders Celebrate Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

The Kindergarten students in 
Mrs. Burkhardt and Mrs. Davis’ 
class have been working very 
hard on their “How To” unit in 
Writer’s Workshop. They have 
learned that “How To” Writing 
teaches someone how to do 
something, uses sequence words 
to put the steps in order, and uses 
pictures and words to show the 
steps.  Each student has pub-
lished two of their own “How 
To” books.  The titles of their 
books are “How To Make a Pea-
nut Butter and Jelly Sandwich” 
and “How To Make An Ice 
Cream Sundae.”   
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The 1st grade students at Mary F. 

Janvier School were honoring Dr. 

Martin Luther King Jr. in their 

Social Studies lessons for the 

month of January. The children 

learned about Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr.’s life and his important 

role in American History through 

different books, articles, poems, 

and songs. The children also com-

pleted different activities and dis-

cussions related to Dr. Martin Lu-

ther King Jr. The students  talked about 

fairness, equality, and dedication, 

which link to their Character Education 

Lessons for the year. We hope to teach 

the children the importance of Dr. 

King’s message and the peaceful way 

in which he carried it out.  

 

“How to” Writing in Kindergarten 

Notes from the Nurse’s Office 

The two weeks leading up to  the 
Winter Break were tough on our 
student’s health.  We had every-
thing from strep, pink eye, stom-
ach viruses, and colds.  Right 
now, we are beginning to see an-
other pop of stomach virus and 
flu.    We have also had a couple 
of instances of lice,  so please be 
sure to check  your child’s  head 
in the bath each night. Please re-
view with your child the follow-
ing items to keep them as healthy 
as possible.  The first is the im-
portance of hand washing.  It is 

the most effective tool we have in the 
defense of germs.  Additionally, teach 
them to cough and sneeze into their 
elbow.  Secondly, according to the 
CDC, the flu is widespread in NJ.  If 
your child has a fever, please keep 
them home for 24 hours after the fever 
subsides and without the use of Tylenol 
or Motrin.  If we all remember this and 
follow through, we can keep more chil-
dren healthy.  Please be considerate of 
other students.  Lastly, February is den-
tal health month.  It’s a good time to 
review good brushing and flossing hab-
its with your children.   


